
JWA OARS 
Ordnance Automatic Recovery System  

500kg & 1000kg Lift Capability 

Renowned the world over, JW Automarine has led the way in subsea and 
surface recovery & deployment airbags since 1972. Manufactured in the UK, 
our experienced technicians use the highest quality fabrics and materials to 
produce a product that can be relied upon in the harshest of environments.  
 
JW Automarine supplies only the highest levels of service and support, as 
you would expect from a specialist British manufacturing company. 

Fabric Design & Manufacturing Specialist 
Subsea & Surface Lift Bags—Sales & Rentals 
Load Test Weight Bags—Sales & Rentals 
Bulk Gas & Liquid Storage - Pipe Stoppers  
Electronic Buoyancy Control Systems  
Flood Defence & Rescue Service Dams  
Military Floatation Systems 

JW Automarine Ltd, Enterprise Way, Fakenham, Norfolk, England, NR21 8SN 
Tel. +44 (0)1328 852300                  sales@jwautomarine.co.uk                 www.jwautomarine.co.uk 

OARS - Operation Overview 

The dive/salvage team preset the inflation time delay. 
OARS is then deployed subsea and attached to the target. 
The unit is activated by the diver (or remotely). 
The time delay allows the diver to get to a safe distance. 

Upon activation, a solenoid valve is automatically opened. 
Inflation of the lift bag takes place.  
Ascent rate is then controlled by a microprocessor and a  
pneumatically operated dump valve which releases or adds 

air as required. OARS then maintains ascent at 2.5 metres 
per second (+/- 0.5) 
 
Once at the surface, the target can then be towed to a  
destination for destruction or disposal. 

 

The OARS unit can then be armed for descent, returning 
the target back to the sea bed at the same controlled rate. 
OARS is recovered by the diver prior to any further action. 

 

After use, the system is reset and prepared for deployment 
by the user. 

Manufactured in accordance with EN ISO 9001:2015 
Certificate Number GB09/77978  
Drawings & Full Specifications Available on Request 
JWA is part of the JWAutomarine  Group of Companies 

The Ordnance Automatic Recovery System (OARS) is a “lift and descend” self inflating air 
bag system allowing for the controlled subsea and surface movement of UXO Ordnance.   
 
In its NATO format, it has been in service around the globe with Military users for over 
20 years, clearing shipping lanes  and protecting infrastructure and communications. 
 

• Capable to depths of eighty metres. 
• Microprocessor controlled rate of ascent and rate of descent. 

• Programmable activation/inflation delay up to 45 days. 

• 500kg or 1000kg lifting capacity. 

• Diver or remote activation options. 
• Optional 200m initiation cable.  

• Lightweight composite 300bar cylinders. 

• Low magnetic option to NATO standards. 

• A wide range of custom options available. 
 

http://www.jwautomarine.co.uk

